
Introducing 
Camp Deer 
Run's Newest 
Group: the 
Tawakas

This summer we introduced a 
new group for the first time in 

over 15 years - the Tawakas. The 
Tawakas are the middle group, 
right between the Wenachees 

and the Nashamies. The new 
group already has traditions 
in the making. The Tawakas 

created their own new meal for 
outcamping...Tawaka Tacos!

Camp Deer Run Improvements
Thanks to the overwhelming support of the Deer Run 
family, we've been able to make some extremely 
important and impactful improvements to our camp 
grounds. This summer we got to use our brand new 
Mess Hall. With our new kitchen and dining hall, we 
were able to feed two groups at once, allowing us to 
increase the overall camper capacity. Another huge 
part of the greater capacity we offered this summer 
was the two new cabins that we built in the off-season. 
By updating our cabins, we're making Camp more 
sustainable for future generations while keeping the 
simplistic and rustic environment of Camp that we all 
know and love. These improvements will also be helpful 
to our mission by bringing in additional revenue through 
retreats, weddings, and events.

Never Run Dry
In April this year, we had the incredible privilege of 

premiering our very own Camp Deer Run movie - Never 
Run Dry. This is the story of God at work at Camp Deer 

Run, as told as the very people who lived it. At the 
premiere, we filled the Palace Theater in Grapevine, 

Texas with over 200 Deer Runners. It was such a special 
evening, and we were so blessed to witness the story of 

CDR come to life with so many supporters. A highlight 
of the evening may have been after the movie ended, 

when Gwen Bristow, wife of our late founder Benny 
Bristow, took the stage to say a few words. It was 

incredible hearing her talk about the humble beginnings 
of Deer Run and realizing just how far their mission has 

come. If you missed it, don't worry. We're taking this 
show on the road. Stay tuned to our social media for 

upcoming dates!

Alumni Retreats
This off-season, we'll be hosting two alumni retreats, 
one for women and one for men! The retreats are open 
to any and all former campers and staff of Camp Deer 
Run. If you're an alumnus, we'd love to see you there, 
and we're counting on you to get the word out to all your 
fellow alumni! We have thousands of Deer Run alumni 
out there, and we want to bring as many of them back 
home for the retreat as we can. Both weekends will be 
relaxed, fun, and faith-centered. It's always a good time 
to be back at dear ol' Deer Run with fellow alumni young 
and old reliving the glory days, making new memories, 
and rejuvenating your own relationship with God.
Save the Date!
Men's Alumni Retreat: February 7-9, 2020
Women's Alumni Retreat: April 3-5, 2020

am going to take those skills and use them in my new job. As a children’s 
minister I am asking a congregation to place their children’s spiritual walk 
in my hands as I work to do the will of God and make disciples. The same 
goes for any interaction in life. I want those around me to know that they can 
depend on me to do what is asked or needed. It all starts with the simple act 
of looking someone in the eye and shaking their hand. 
To look at the big picture. 
Sometimes certain jobs or tasks seem meaningless or a waste of time. 
However, it is not about me, and there is great power in taking out the trash, 
cleaning a toilet, or washing a dish. If these things were left to their own the 
whole mission would eventually fail. It’s about willingness to be a part of the 
body in any way we are called. 
To maximize my strengths. 
We all are given different spiritual gifts and have many different talents. A lot 
of times we focus so much on what we lack or what we can’t do that we lose 
sight and miss opportunities to really maximize our strengths. Through camp 
I have been humbled immensely. I know that I am not good at doing certain 
things, but that there is someone else that would do wonderful at whatever 
it might be. It doesn’t mean one of us is better than the other. It just means 
that we all have a role to play. 
To mind my own business. 
I’m confessing; I like to gossip. I like to be in the know. It is way too entertaining 
to me. I blame it on the fact that I have two sisters. However, I have learned 
the hard way that it can hurt others. 
I am not alone. 
I learned this one as a camper. There is always somebody that has gone 
through the same thing as me. We live in a society where loneliness is one of 
the main struggles for our generation. To fight this we must put our delight in 
the Lord and open up ourselves with our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Not to be afraid or ashamed of my emotions. 
I've cried more at Deer Run than I probably did in my toddler years. They 
were tears of laughter, joy, and sometimes sadness. At a place like Deer Run 
you’re able to dig deep and reflect on your life and spiritual walk. That can 
bring up emotions, and that is ok. 
The magnitude of God’s grace and how to extend that grace. Here at Deer 
Run we are constantly reminded of how vast God’s grace is. It helps keep me 
in check when I get frustrated or upset with others. How dare I not extend 
that grace to other people when God has had so much compassion on me? 
My transgressions were paid for by Christ long before I even existed. The 
least I can do as a disciple of Christ is to extend the grace that has been 
given to me. 
That working for God is fun and always an adventure. 
Deer Run is a mission and a place to serve the Kingdom of God. It's also 
the most fun I've ever had. I know firsthand that the world has a serious 
misconception of what fun and joy truly are. 

Trained me to be an evangelist. 
After being able to teach and lead campers for five years, I am more confident 
now to go out into the world and share the Good News of Jesus.
That God will humble you. 
I’ll admit that after my third year on staff I had myself on a pretty high pedestal. 
I thought that I could do anything. I definitely was not trusting in God. Then 
my fourth year came and God put some true challenges in my life, and boy 
was I humbled. It hit me hard, and it was my toughest summer, but today I 
am thankful that God put me in my place. There is one God and we should 
worship no other gods before him. 
The joy of working with children. 
Kids have lots of energy, they ask lots of questions, and they’re always going 
to push to be first in line. But I learned early on how much fun and how 
rewarding it is to work with kids. Camp literally gave me the insight on what I 
wanted to do for the rest of my life. 
That people are different. 
You won't always like every person and not everybody can be your best 
friend. However, everyone is a fellow brother or sister in Christ, so we must 
treat their souls accordingly. 
I can never pray or be in the Word enough. 
Deer Run can take its toll on you. It’s hot, you’re working 23 hrs a day, you’re 
around the same people for 10 weeks, and let’s face it, kids are a handful. 
You are in a constant state of pouring yourself out. If you’re not filling yourself 
back up then eventually you’ll be empty on a spiritual, physical, and mental 
level. In the real world we know now that we can always be more tired or 
exhausted. We must find time to make God our first priority. 
We grow by pushing ourselves out of our comfort zone. 
If you were to tell me my first year on staff that I would be Program Director 
someday I would've probably quit. I couldn’t see myself standing up 
everyday in front of 70 college peers giving them direction, advice, and 
devotionals. I didn’t like being the go-to guy at all. However, this is just one of 
many examples that God has challenged me to be uncomfortable in order 
to grow and become a more confident man in my faith. 
To focus on the love of my savior and how to honor Him. I don’t read my 
bible, go to church, or strive to be a disciple everyday because it is what I’m 
told to do. I do it because I have realized how deeply my God loves me. I want 
to honor His name wherever I go because I love Him too, and I want to be a 
man that is consumed by Him and His love. 
To never stop asking, searching, or learning. 
I have learned a lot, but I don’t know it all, and I never will. I learned that I 
should never be complacent in my walk, but always be striving for more.

What I Learned at Camp Deer Run
by Cain Langhoff
From the moment we are born, we are constantly learning something new. 
In the past five summers I have learned more as a staff member at Camp 
Deer Run than I can really fathom or even fully appreciate. One important 
thing that I have learned is that it is not Deer Run itself that has taught me 
any of these things, but God using Camp as a vessel to teach me. It is through 
campers, staff, activities, nature, and so on at Camp Deer Run that God’s 
perfect and holy truth has been revealed to me, not the physical place itself. 
Reflecting on my five years, here are a few things that God has equipped me 
with as I move on to the next chapter of my life. 

Through Camp Deer Run I learned...

Not to just trust in my own wit and understanding. 
God has blessed me in many ways, but at the end of the day I was not meant 
to trust in myself. We are meant to trust in our Heavenly Father. We are meant 
to use the gifts He’s given us and to approach His throne in prayer asking for 
guidance and wisdom. He has given us His Word and He has placed God 
loving people in our lives for support as well. Most of the time when I try to 
run the show on my own, it ends poorly.
Selfishness is the root of trouble. 
My hardest days and toughest personal moments at Deer Run are usually a 
reflection and can typically be connected back to my own selfishness. We 
are to serve God and His people. When I place my own wants and desires 
above that mission, I make it harder on myself and on those around me. 
How to be good, not just nice. 
I am an extreme pacifist when it comes to confrontation, but as a leader I 
have a responsibility to make sure that the mission is working smoothly. I 
learned that it is ok to sit somebody aside and have hard conversations. If I 
truly love my brother or sister, then for their own sake and for the mission’s 
sake I owe it to them. Will it always make me or them feel better? No. But we 
aren’t here to always just be nice. We are here to do good for the Kingdom of 
God. That doesn’t mean that we put gentleness and kindness to the side. It 
just means we say and do the will of God and use His Spirit for the common 
good. 
How to be there for my fellow brother or sister. 
Deer Run has made me a better encourager and a better listener. I’ve learned 
how far simple questions and statements can go in uplifting someone. Asking 
somebody about their day or helping somebody in need of assistance are 
simple things that put love into action. Not just saying that you love and care 
for others, but actually putting love into those around you. Jesus showed 
us the ultimate expression of love by becoming the ultimate sacrifice that 
would wash our sins away. He didn’t just tell us how much he loved us. He 
showed us. A good listener is just what someone needs sometimes. Not 
somebody to hear and try to fix but somebody that acknowledges the needs 
and concerns of others. 
The importance of presenting myself as a responsible adult. 
At Deer Run we are asking parents to put their trust in us and let us take care 
of their children. I had to be able to look them in the eye, shake their hand, 
and show them that their precious child is safe in my hands. Now I

The first summer for the Tawakas was 
a huge success. For years, we've been 
making improvements that would allow 
us to accomodate even more campers 
every session. Our new Mess Hall and the 
new cabins we've built over the years have 
increased our capacity to 200 campers 
each session. In the past, we've had roughly 
40 campers per group. To keep that same 
proportion, it was time to introduce a new 
group. With a new group also came a new 
schedule. Our summer staff did an excellent 
job adapting to the new arrangement, you 
could hardly notice there was any difference!

When Camp Deer Run was founded, it 
began with two groups: the Hoches and the 
Cheukawakas. Over the years, Camp grew 
and the Nashamies were introduced, then 
most recently, the Wenachees. The creation 
of the Tawakas is just the latest milestone 
in Deer Run history. The groups in order 
from youngest to oldest are: Cheukawakas, 
Wenachees, Tawakas, Nashamies, Hoches.

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.

Psalm 32:8
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“Our help is in the name of the LORD, the 
Maker of heaven and earth.”
Psalm 124:8

Deer Run Family,

I feel very blessed to be a part of this unique 
ministry. The journey isn’t always easy but 
the reward is very sweet. For me personally 
this summer, it was sweet to hear my son, 
Drayton’s stories following his first overnight 
session. Seeing the impact God has on young 
lives when they spend time with Him at camp 
is such a treasure. These treasures, these 
moments help fuel me for the journey:

• The sound of the kids laughing or singing in 
the woods.  

• The sight of campers heading out into the 
woods for an outcamping adventure.

• The intensity of the campers during a game 
of capture the flag.

• The heart and effort of a hard-working 
summer staff caring for campers, leading 
activities, and teaching lessons.

• The uproar from campers and staff during 
the end-of-session slideshow.

• The tears that fall as campers view Jesus’ 
sacrifice at Cross Devo.

These treasures, these simple moments, 
have a long-lasting impact on the lives of our 
campers.  Our mission is good. It is relevant 
and necessary. I am thankful to be on this 
team working to do our part in providing this 
experience for our campers so they can meet 
God in this special way. 

I want to say thanks to you as well. Thank 
you for your support of Camp. Thank you 
for sending your children or grandchildren 
here. Thank you for your prayers and 
encouragement.  

God is our help, our guide and our provider. 
He will not grow tired or weary. We must keep 
focused on Him and trust in His goodness. As 
camp continues to go forward we will do so 
with God at our center. There is much more 
work to be done so that future generations 
may enjoy meeting with the Lord here. Your 
help, support and prayers will be needed. 
I know and trust that God will continue to 
provide as we work together to give this 
important experience to our campers.  

Enjoy the newsletter and join me in thanking 
God for an incredible year! All glory to God!

In Him, 

Ty

Summer 2019
Put it into Practice

We had an incredible summer at Camp Deer Run. 
In the summer of 2019, we debuted our brand-
new mess hall and introduced a new group, 
the Tawakas. There were so many memorable 
moments: we watched the canteen steps turn 
into a giant waterslide,   we worshipped by 
the light of tiki torches on two different stormy 
Wednesday nights, and so much more. It was a 
summer to remember, to say the very least.

The theme for the summer was Put It Into 
Practice, a phrase taken from Philippians 4:9 
which says, "Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from me, or seen in me--put 
it into practice. And the God of peace will be 
with you."

Campers spent their sessions learning about 
the simple but important calling we have as 
Christians to not only hear God's voice, but to 
put his words into practice in our lives. God's 

work was evident in the campers and staff this 
summer, through relationships that were built, 
lessons that were learned, and faith that was 
grown. 

We were blessed to witness 14 campers 
commit their lives to Christ through baptism, 
and countless others rekindle or even begin 
their faith journeys. We are always grateful for 
the opportunity to see the small glimpses of the 
fruit that the Spirit of God is producing in all of 
our campers and staff throughout the summer. 
It is our assurance that our God is alive and that 
he is at work here at Camp Deer Run.

We're so grateful for every camper and every 
family we had the chance to work with this 
summer. We pray that the impact of this summer 
will not quickly fade and that we will all continue 
to take what we have learned and received and 
heard and seen, and put it into practice.


